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Where is the Grand Valley?Where is the Grand Valley?



The Grand Valley of The Grand Valley of 
Western ColoradoWestern Colorado

The The Grand ValleyGrand Valley is an extended populated valley, is an extended populated valley, 
approximately 30 miles (48 km) long and 5 miles (8 km) approximately 30 miles (48 km) long and 5 miles (8 km) 
wide, located along the Colorado River in Mesa County in wide, located along the Colorado River in Mesa County in 
western Colorado.western Colorado.
The Grand Valley is noted as a major fruit growing The Grand Valley is noted as a major fruit growing 
region, with a large number of orchards.region, with a large number of orchards.
Due to the historical agricultural activities, a Due to the historical agricultural activities, a ‘‘dualdual’’ water water 
delivery system has developed with irrigation water delivery system has developed with irrigation water 
distributed via open canals and laterals from six distributed via open canals and laterals from six 
purveyors, and domestic piped water from four purveyors, and domestic piped water from four 

purveyors.purveyors.



The Grand Valley of The Grand Valley of 
Western ColoradoWestern Colorado



What is DRIPWhat is DRIP

DDroughtrought
RResponseesponse
IInformationnformation
PProjectroject



Who are the DRIP members?Who are the DRIP members?

City of Grand JunctionCity of Grand Junction
Town of PalisadeTown of Palisade
Clifton Water DistrictClifton Water District
Ute Water Conservancy DistrictUte Water Conservancy District

and the Colorado State University and the Colorado State University 
ExtensionExtension



Grand Valley Water Providers

Ute Water

City of Grand Junction
Clifton Water

Town of 
Palisade



The DRIP Mission StatementThe DRIP Mission Statement

Water for our future means conserving now. Water for our future means conserving now. 
We live in a semiWe live in a semi--arid climate where low arid climate where low 
precipitation and drought will always be a precipitation and drought will always be a 
part of our environment.part of our environment.

Use Water WiselyUse Water Wisely



Grand Valley Drought Response Grand Valley Drought Response 
PlanPlan

After 3 years of below average high country After 3 years of below average high country 
snow pack, the state of Colorado was snow pack, the state of Colorado was 
experiencing drought conditions.  In 2002, as experiencing drought conditions.  In 2002, as 
snow pack levels were approaching 40% of snow pack levels were approaching 40% of 
normal with annual Spring runoff coming soon, normal with annual Spring runoff coming soon, 
the four Grand Valley domestic water providers the four Grand Valley domestic water providers 
came together to develop a common Drought came together to develop a common Drought 
Response Plan in anticipation of possible water Response Plan in anticipation of possible water 
shortages from the irrigation water providers.shortages from the irrigation water providers.



Grand Valley Drought Response Grand Valley Drought Response 
Plan (cont.)Plan (cont.)

The Drought Response Plan is based on two The Drought Response Plan is based on two 
stages of drought, each of which is triggered stages of drought, each of which is triggered 
by a combination of Historic User Pool by a combination of Historic User Pool 
projections, Water Provider storage, or projections, Water Provider storage, or 
stream flow projections. stream flow projections. 

If one provider is If one provider is ‘‘shortshort’’ then all providers are then all providers are 
to respond in the same manner, so that a to respond in the same manner, so that a 
uniform response is presented in the media.uniform response is presented in the media.



Stage I Drought ResponseStage I Drought Response

Emphasis on onEmphasis on on--going water conservation going water conservation 
practices.  Conditions similar to 2002 practices.  Conditions similar to 2002 
Drought, but no immediate impact to area Drought, but no immediate impact to area 
domestic water providers.  Statewide domestic water providers.  Statewide 
drought conditions may or may not exist drought conditions may or may not exist 
that affect area irrigators.  Voluntary that affect area irrigators.  Voluntary 
water use reductions anticipated.water use reductions anticipated.



Stage II Drought ResponseStage II Drought Response

At least one of the four water providersAt least one of the four water providers’’ 
supply is at or near minimum target levels supply is at or near minimum target levels 
for either storage or stream flows for either storage or stream flows 
requiring drastic water conservation requiring drastic water conservation 
measures to ensure domestic water measures to ensure domestic water 
needs.  Mandatory water use reductions needs.  Mandatory water use reductions 
and drought rate imposed across the and drought rate imposed across the 
valley.valley.



How Does DRIP Get the Water How Does DRIP Get the Water 
Conservation Message to Our Conservation Message to Our 

Customers and the General Public?Customers and the General Public?
Maintain our own Website Maintain our own Website –– www.thedripwebsite.comwww.thedripwebsite.com
Media (print, radio, television)Media (print, radio, television)
Direct mailings to our customersDirect mailings to our customers
Face to face presentationsFace to face presentations
Water bill messages and stuffersWater bill messages and stuffers
ChildrenChildren’’s Poster Coloring Contests Poster Coloring Contest
Annual ChildrenAnnual Children’’s Water Festivals Water Festival
Sponsor/participate in Water Conservation Workshops Sponsor/participate in Water Conservation Workshops 
and Conferencesand Conferences
Participate with funding of the Irrigation Audit Program Participate with funding of the Irrigation Audit Program 
operated by the Colorado State University Extensionoperated by the Colorado State University Extension



www.thedripwebsite.comwww.thedripwebsite.com



Television and Radio Broadcast Television and Radio Broadcast 
MediaMedia

Video PSA broadcasts, 30 second spots Video PSA broadcasts, 30 second spots –– updated updated 
annuallyannually
Radio PSA broadcasts, 30 and 60 second spots, updated Radio PSA broadcasts, 30 and 60 second spots, updated 
annuallyannually
Both PSA types run through an ad purchase plan.Both PSA types run through an ad purchase plan.
Inside Mesa County Inside Mesa County –– ThreeThree--part series produced on the part series produced on the 
Mesa County local public access station.  Series Mesa County local public access station.  Series 
identified ways to save water around the house.identified ways to save water around the house.
Radio callRadio call--in showsin shows
Television and radio spot interviewsTelevision and radio spot interviews



Grand Junction Daily Sentinel Grand Junction Daily Sentinel 
Article ExamplesArticle Examples



Grand Junction Free Press Grand Junction Free Press 
Advertisement ExamplesAdvertisement Examples



Other AdvertisementsOther Advertisements



Direct Customer MailingsDirect Customer Mailings



Face to Face PresentationsFace to Face Presentations

Local Service Group Organizations Local Service Group Organizations 
(Rotarians, Lions Club, Kiwanis)(Rotarians, Lions Club, Kiwanis)
HomeownerHomeowner’’s Associationss Associations
Realtor GroupsRealtor Groups
Church GroupsChurch Groups
School Classroom PresentationsSchool Classroom Presentations



Face to Face PresentationsFace to Face Presentations 
Downtown Farmers MarketDowntown Farmers Market



Customer Water Bill StuffersCustomer Water Bill Stuffers



Annual ChildrenAnnual Children’’s Poster Contests Poster Contest

Every year, in conjunction with the Grand Every year, in conjunction with the Grand 
Junction Free Press newspaper, DRIP Junction Free Press newspaper, DRIP 
sponsors a poster coloring contest for sponsors a poster coloring contest for 
local youth with the winners receiving a local youth with the winners receiving a 
free season pass to Grand Junctionfree season pass to Grand Junction’’s s 
Lincoln Park Pool in three age categories:Lincoln Park Pool in three age categories:

7 and below7 and below
8 to 128 to 12
13 and above13 and above







Annual ChildrenAnnual Children’’s Water Festivals Water Festival
• 2008 was the 15th Annual Festival
• Aimed at the 5th Grade Level
• Over 2,000 students and teachers     

participated in 2008
• Over 40 Sponsors and 256 Presenters



Participation in Workshops and Participation in Workshops and 
SeminarsSeminars

Grand Junction Water Conservation Grand Junction Water Conservation 
WorkshopWorkshop
Local Irrigators Trade Association Local Irrigators Trade Association 
WorkshopsWorkshops
Annual Landscapes West ConventionAnnual Landscapes West Convention
Annual Home and Garden ShowAnnual Home and Garden Show



Colorado State University Extension Colorado State University Extension 
Irrigation Audit ProgramIrrigation Audit Program

Program has been in place for four years (2005 Program has been in place for four years (2005 -- 2008)2008)
Trained irrigation specialists evaluate sprinkler head Trained irrigation specialists evaluate sprinkler head 
sizing, spacing, application rates and provide written sizing, spacing, application rates and provide written 
report for noted corrective measures.report for noted corrective measures.
Cost to the customer is $75 for each Cost to the customer is $75 for each ½½ acre of acre of 
lawn/planting beds.lawn/planting beds.
Of the problems identified, the largest single problem Of the problems identified, the largest single problem 
was overwatering was overwatering –– on average, lawn areas are being on average, lawn areas are being 
overwatered by 40%.overwatered by 40%.
Over 75 acres have been audited.Over 75 acres have been audited.
Based on the final reports, approximately 171 AF Based on the final reports, approximately 171 AF 
annually could be saved if all recommendations were annually could be saved if all recommendations were 
followed on those parcels evaluated.followed on those parcels evaluated.



Irrigation AuditsIrrigation Audits



Other Local Water Conservation Other Local Water Conservation 
EffortsEfforts

Grand Valley/Lower Gunnison Basin Wise Grand Valley/Lower Gunnison Basin Wise 
Water Use CouncilWater Use Council
Colorado River Water Conservation DistrictColorado River Water Conservation District
Grand Valley IrrigatorsGrand Valley Irrigators



Colorado River Water Conservation Colorado River Water Conservation 
District District 



Grand Valley IrrigatorsGrand Valley Irrigators
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